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Characteristics of male pattern hair loss in Asian

Won-Soo Lee, MD, PhD

Department of Dermatology Yonsei University Wonju College of Medicine,
Wonju, Korea

There are racial differences in the prevalence and types of male pattern hair loss (MPHL) in Asian.
The prevalence of MPHL increase steadily with advancing age, but is lower than that of Caucasian.
Asian men tend to have more frontal hairline preservation and show a more female pattern hair loss
(FPHL) than Caucasian. Pattern hair loss (PHL) can be classified into several patterns. However, pre-
existing classification systems have some limitations. The Norwood-Hamilton classification is too
detailed and is less stepwise in its description, making it difficult to memorize for common use. It also
does not list some peculiar types of baldness, such as FPHL. Additionally, many women with PHL
cannot be classified using the Ludwig classification system. In addition, the clinicians must use distinct
methodologies for each gender in order to correctly classify the pattern. We therefore devised a new
classification system, named BASP classification, which is comprehensive and systematic regardless of
race and gender. It is easily available, stepwise, and comprehensive regardless of race or sex. PHL is
believed to be influenced by family history and genetic factors. However, the exact mode of
inheritance has not been well characterized. In this presentation, various characteristics of MPHL in
Asian in terms of epidemiology, clinical classification, family history with genetic factors and treatment
will be covered.
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Membership of Professional Societies

1999-present
2000-present
1989-present
1995-present
1999-present
1989-present
1993-present
1993-present
1993-present
1994-present

Korean Hair Research Society, Secretary General (present)

Korean Society for Cosmetic Dermatology, Secretary General (past)
Korean Dermatological Association (Member and Councilor)
Korean Society for Investigative Dermatology (Member)

Korean Society for Medical History (Member)

Korean Society for Aerospace Medicine (Member)

Korean Society for Medical Mycology (Member)

European Hair Research Society (Member)

American Academy of Dermatology (Member)

Society for Investigative Dermatology (Member)

Academic Activities
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More than 170 peer-reviewed scientific publications

More than 130 invited lectures internationally and nationally

Thirteen academic awards internationally and nationally including

Woo-Am Academic Award. Korean Society for Investigative Dermatology.
2008. 3. Seoul, Korea

Excellent academic faculty award. Yonsei University.
2005. 3. Wonju, Korea

Best Clinical Poster Award. International Meeting of Hair Research Societies.
1997. 7. Melbourne, Australia

Young Investigator Award. Tricontinental Meeting of Hair research Societies.
1995. 10. Brussels, Belgium
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